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Welcome 

Julia Brown, MPH

Manager, St. Jude HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program 

stjude.org/hpvrural



AGENDA

Welcome

Progress on Priority Action Steps to Increase HPV Vaccination 

Coverage with Rural Communities

Discussion

Next meetings

American Cancer Society, National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, HPV 

Vaccination in Rural Communities

stjude.org/hpvrural



Meet our new St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program 
Team Members

Nicole Williams, MPH

HPV Cancer Prevention Program Coordinator

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital

stjude.org/hpvrural

Madeline McNee, MPH

HPV Cancer Prevention Program Coordinator

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital



Progress on Priority 
Action Steps to 
Increase HPV 
Vaccination Coverage 
with Rural Communities



Rural HPV Vaccination Priorities

Promote starting 

HPV vaccination at 
age 9 in rural 
communities.

Compile and share 

existing resources 
for addressing HPV 
vaccination with 

rural communities.

Develop or adapt 

health care provider 
and health care 
professional HPV 

vaccination training 
resources for those 

serving rural 
communities.

Explore policy 

influences on HPV 
vaccination in rural 
areas.

Develop, test, and 

disseminate easy-
to-use messages 
for rural audiences.

Review and update 

existing resources 
and data on HPV 
vaccination and 

HPV cancers in 
rural communities.

DataAdvocacy and Policy Communication
Training

Providers
Existing

Resources

Informed by the St. Jude Rural HPV Vaccination Think Tank  •  Learn more at stjude.org/hpvrural

Start at Age 9



Free, self-paced training designed for healthcare provider 

audiences to help increase HPV vaccination rates. 

After taking this module, you will be able to:

• Explain why HPV vaccine is important enough to be routinely 

recommended for young people (i.e., HPV cancer 

prevention).

• Give an HPV vaccination recommendation that is effective 

and succinct using the same way, same day approach to the 

introduction of HPV vaccine.

• Answer the most frequently asked questions about HPV 

vaccine accurately and succinctly. 

Enroll for free using the link in the chat. 

Rural Priority Action Steps: Starting at Age 9 & Training Providers

Immunize Kansas Coalition: Shutting the Door on HPV Cancers

stjude.org/hpvrural

Register Here:



American Cancer Society Rural HPV Vaccination Learning Community

Next Meeting: March 12, 

2025, 2-3 pm ET

Use the QR code or link in 

the chat to register.

Rural Priority Action Steps: Existing Resources & Training Providers

stjude.org/hpvrural



Rural Priority Action Steps: Existing Resources & Training Providers

Pour a cup of tea, let’s talk 
about rural cancer control!

The GW Cancer Center 
Technical Assistance Program 

(TAP) invites you to join a new 

Community of Practice (CoP) to 

enhance your knowledge of 

cancer in rural 
communities!  Open to all CCC 

program staff and coalition 
representatives

stjude.org/hpvrural

Cancer in Rural Communities: A GW Cancer Center 
Community of Practice

• Meet monthly for 90 minutes, February through July

o Discuss basics of rural cancer

o Connect with diverse range of experts in rural cancer control

o Share real-world examples

o Connect to other CCC peers

• Session Topic and Dates

o Rural Data and Definitions – February 26

o Education, Outreach, and Messaging – March 26

o Geographic Considerations – April 23

o Workforce – May 28

o Policy – June 25

o Psychosocial Support – July 23

Register Here:



February Quarterly Communication

Rural Priority Action Steps: Communication

stjude.org/hpvrural



Access St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program Rural HPV Vaccination 
Resources



Using Data as Our Guide
Wide Open Spaces, February 2025

Data

Review and update 

existing resources 

and data on HPV 

vaccination and 

HPV cancers in 
rural communities.

stjude.org/hpvrural

What did we know:

• Rural females had significantly higher rates of 
cervical, vaginal, vulvar, oropharyngeal, and anal 
cancer compared to urban peers

• Rural males had higher rates of penile cancer. 

• Rural females and males experienced greater rate 
increases or smaller rate decreases overall for 
nearly every HPV cancer site

Zahnd WE et al. Rural-Urban Differences in Human Papillomavirus-associated Cancer Trends and Rates. J Rural 

Health. 2019 Mar;35(2):208-215. 



Rural 
incidence of 
HPV-
associated 
(HPVa) cancers 
is rising faster 
than the urban 
rate

HPV cancers in rural and urban settings 

were nearly equivalent ~20 years ago.

stjude.org/hpvrural

Semprini J. The burden of HPV-associated cancer in rural America beyond 2020 . Rural and Remote Health 2024; 24: 9281. 

Semprini J et al. What cancers explain the growing rural-urban gap in human papillomavirus-associated cancer incidence? J Rural Health. 2025 
Jan;41(1):e12915. doi: 10.1111/jrh.12915. PMID: 39757446; PMCID: PMC11701246.

What do we know 

now:



• Rural incidence 
rising faster than 
urban and metro 
incidence

• Incidence declined 
7-8% during 2020. 

• In 2021, urban and 
metro incidence 
rose 5-6%.

• In 2021, 
rural incidence 
rose 18%

stjude.org/hpvrural

Semprini J. The burden of HPV-associated cancer in rural America beyond 2020 . Rural and Remote Health 2024; 24: 9281. 

Semprini J et al. What cancers explain the growing rural-urban gap in human papillomavirus-associated cancer incidence? J Rural Health. 2025 
Jan;41(1):e12915. doi: 10.1111/jrh.12915. PMID: 39757446; PMCID: PMC11701246.

What do we know 

now:



• Recommended Actions: Closing the Rural-Urban HPV Vaccination Gap

o Cultivate pro-HPV vaccination environments 

o Build HPV vaccination confidence

o Confront misinformation

o Train healthcare providers

o Expand HPV vaccination access points

o Address HPV vaccination policy barriers

stjude.org/hpvrural

DATA + ACTION = CHANGE

Using Data as Our Guide
Wide Open Spaces, February 2025



Rural Priority Action Steps: Data

Cancer Map Stories: Rural-Urban Disparities in Cancer

stjude.org/hpvrural

View Here:



Tell us what you are working on related to rural HPV 
cancer prevention

We would love to showcase your work with rural communities to increase HPV 

vaccination and prevent HPV cancers if you are interested in:

• Presenting as part of an upcoming quarterly updates meeting

• Sharing information in the quarterly communication (sent one week prior to each 

quarterly meeting), and/or;

• Contributing to our monthly Wide Open Spaces article series

We are all learning from each other to improve protection among people living in 

rural communities. Contact us at preventHPV@stjude.org. 

stjude.org/hpvrural

mailto:preventHPV@stjude.org


HPV Vaccination in Rural Communities

February 19, 2025



February 2025 Quarterly Updates Meeting
Featured Presenters 

Ashley Lach

Program Manager, HPV Disparities

American Cancer Society

Christina Turpin

Director, National HPV Vaccination Roundtable

American Cancer Society

stjude.org/hpvrural



HPV Vaccination in Rural Communities
February 19, 2025



American Cancer Society  and the ACS National HPV Vaccination Roundtable

Who We Are
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Vision: End cancer as we know 
it, for everyone.

Mission: Improve the lives of 
people with cancer and their 
families through advocacy, 
research, and patient support, to 
ensure everyone has an 
opportunity to prevent, detect, 
treat, and survive cancer.

ACS HPVRT Snapshot

History: Established in 2014 by the ACS, in partnership 
with the CDC, to serve as an umbrella organization to 
engage all types of partners who are committed to 
reducing HPV –associated cancers in the US.

Mission: To reduce the incidence of and mortality from 
HPV-associated cancers through coordinated 
leadership, strategic planning, and advocacy. We 
believe that by working together over the long-term, the 
US can move towards ending vaccine-preventable HPV 
cancers as a public health problem.  

Membership: Collaborative partnership of 90+ 
member organizations,  including nationally known 
experts, thought leaders, and decision makers.



HPV Vaccination is 
Cancer Prevention
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HPV Attributable Cancers

Genital Warts

Cervical Dysplasia

Abnormal Pap Smears

HPV Multiple Impacts on Population Health

37,000

250,000- 1 million

355,000

3 million

Sources: https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/hpv/statistics/cases.htm NOTE: Data are from population-based cancer registries participat ing in CDC’s National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR) and/or the National Cancer Institute’s Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) Program for 2014 to 2018, covering 98% of the U.S. population. 
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/15678-cervical-intraepithelial-neoplasia-cin
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/hpv.htm
https://www.roswellpark.org/cancertalk/201811/abnormal-pap-smear-follow#:~:text=Most%20of%20the%20abnormal%20cells,be%20diagnosed%20with%20cervical%20cancer.

Billion Annual Total Cost
 

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/hpv/statistics/cases.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/hpv.htm
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/15678-cervical-intraepithelial-neoplasia-cin
https://www.roswellpark.org/cancertalk/201811/abnormal-pap-smear-follow


There are 
21,220,214
10–14-year-olds in 
the United States. 

Source: 
https://data.census.gov/table?q=DP05&t=Age+and+Sex&g=010XX00US,$0400000_040XX0
0US32&tid=ACSDP1Y2022.DP05
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of all US adolescents 
were fully vaccinated 
by their 13th birthday. 41%

Between 2019-2022, only

Source: https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/cancer-prevention-and-early-detection-facts-and-
figures/2023-cped-files/2023-cancer-prevention-and-early-detection.pdf



7cancer.org/hpvSOURCE: American Cancer Society HPV vaccine (Accessed March 
2022)

Find the full updated guideline published in CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians: 
https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21616 

HPV VACCINATION GUIDELINES
• Vaccinate both boys and girls
• ON TIME= ages 9 - 12 
• LATE= ages 13 to 26

⚬ Individuals ages 22 to 26 who were not previously vaccinated should be informed that vaccination at older 
ages is less effective in lowering cancer risk

https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21616


cancer.org/hpvSource: Falcaro, et al. Lancet 2021;398(10316):2084-2092
Source: No cervical cancer cases detected in vaccinated women following HPV immunisation - News - Public Health Scotland
Source: Lei et al, NEJM 2020

Proven to Work! 

An exciting new study from  
Scotland (2024) shows that no 

cervical cancer cases have been 
detected in fully vaccinated women 
following the human papillomavirus 

(HPV) immunization at age 12-13 
since the program started in 

Scotland in 2008.

The HPV immunization 
program has successfully 
almost eliminated cervical 
cancer in England among 
women born since 
September 1995.

Swedish study followed 1.7 million 
females between 10-30 years of 
age who were either vaccinated 
or not vaccinated  and the effects 
of the HPV vaccine on cervical 
cancer cases. The results found 
538 new cancers in the 
unvaccinated group whereas 
there were only 19 new cases of 
cervical cancer found in those 
vaccinated. Of those vaccinated 
2 cases were found in those 
under 16 years of age and 17 
found in the older age range. This 
reinforces the need to vaccinate 
early. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34741816/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/news/2024/january/no-cervical-cancer-cases-detected-in-vaccinated-women-following-hpv-immunisation/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1917338


• Providers have positive experiences recommending before age 11
Biancarelli, Journal of Pediatrics (2020) - MA
Zorn, Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics (2023) – WA

• Providers recommend HPV at age 9 (or are willing to recommend at 9)
Lake, Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics (2023) - USA survey in FQHCs
Kong, Academic Pediatrics (2022) - USA survey

• Higher rates of on-time completion
Goodman, Pediatrics (2023) - NIS-Teen analysis
Saxena, Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics (2023) - MarketScan claims analysis
Zorn, Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics (2023) - WA
O’Leary Sonja, Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics (2023) - CO
Cox, Pediatrics (2022) - MA
Casey, Journal of Lower Genital Tract Disease (2021) - MA
Perkins, Pediatrics (2020) - MA
St Sauver, Preventive Medicine (2016) – MN

• EMR prompts/alerts help promote HPV at age 9
O’Leary Sonja, Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics (2023) - CO
Goleman, Acad Pediatrics (2018) - OH

HPV AT 9 WORKS!

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/khvi20/collections/HPV-vaccination-starting-age-9 

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/khvi20/collections/HPV-vaccination-starting-age-9


HPV AT 9 WORKS!

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/khvi20/collections/HPV-vaccination-starting-age-9 

Increases of up to 30 percentage points in on-
time completion rates

Larger increases in those with public vs. private 
insurance and those with access barriers

68-86% acceptance by providers and clinics

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/khvi20/collections/HPV-vaccination-starting-age-9


Why Focus on HPV 
Vaccination in Rural 
Communities
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Meet Rodney 

"No mom I need 
that shot and want 
it today!"



Source: CDC TeenVaxView

Adolescent Vaccines by Urbanicity

• HPV vaccination is lower in rural 
communities nationally

• Higher HPV-related 
cancer incidence 

• These communities need unique 
and tailored resources

Barriers:
• Access to care issues
• Lack healthcare providers
• Facilities closing
• Health literacy
• Stigma  

10%

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/teenvaxview/data-reports/index.html


Our Strategy

34





Mountain West HPV Project

The American Cancer Society (ACS) received 
three years of funding for a project titled 
“Mountain West HPV Project to Reduce 
Geographic Disparities in HPV Vaccination 
Rates for Adolescents Living in Rural States.” 

The states included in this project included 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming. 
The project sought to address geographic and 
gender gaps in HPV vaccination rates and 
increase on-time initiation. 

ACS applied a health equity lens to implement 
disparity-reducing interventions through a 
three-pronged strategy.



Mountain West Learning Collaborative



St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Think Tank

Action Items Identified: 

In 2023, St. Jude conducted a Rural Think Tank with national partners. Those Think Tank member identified Action Items. ACS is 
collaborating to achieve these action items and from this call to action, the ACS HPVRT developed the Rural Advisory Group to 
continue the rural efforts.

Compile existing resources 
for addressing HPV 

vaccination with rural 
communities

Develop, test, and 
disseminate easy-to-use 

messaging for rural 
audiences for HPV 

vaccination and for starting 
at age 9

Update rural HPV 
vaccination evidence 

summary (National 
HPV Vaccination 

Roundtable)

Update rural HPV 
vaccination and rural 

HPV cancers data / 
manuscript

Develop/adapt/identify 
and implement health 

care provider and 
professional training 
resources for starting 

HPV vaccination at age 9

Explore development of a 
toolkit on rural vaccination 

for RHIHub

Prepare and present a policy brief 
on HPV vaccination for National 
Rural Health Association Rural 

Health Congress on rural 
vaccinations

Explore BIG P and little p 
policies influencing HPV 

vaccination in rural areas
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ACS HPVRT Rural Advisory Group

What rural communities look like nationallyDefine

The rural HPV vaccination evidence summaryUpdate
Tailored HPV vaccination resources for rural communities Create

On idea sharing for best practicesCollaborate
Diverse partners to disseminate resources and best practices Utilize



Rural HPV Vaccination 
Learning Community 
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HPV Vaccination Rural Learning Community 

Build awareness around the importance of 
HPV vaccination data

Expand knowledge around HPV infection, 
related-cancers, and vaccination series

Discuss best practices and challenges 
increasing HPV vaccinations in rural settings

Increase on-time HPV vaccination rates

Explore evidence-based interventions to 
increase HPV vaccinations in your community



2024 Curriculum Overview 
Date Topic

April 10, 2024

May 22nd, 2024

June 12, 2024

July 17, 2024

August 7, 2024

November 13, 2024

October 16, 2024

Finding the Best Fit: Evidence-Based Interventions & HPV Vaccination

HPV Vaccination Starting at Age 9

The ABC’s of Quality Improvement: PDSA Cycle

The ABCs of Quality Improvement: AIM Statements & Building a Team

The ABCs of Quality Improvement: Process Mapping & Gap Analysis

A Deep Dive into HPV Vaccination Data

September 18, 2024

December 4, 2024

Highlighting HPV Vaccination Best Practices: Reducing Structural Barriers

Highlighting HPV Vaccination Best Practices

Celebrating & Sustaining Success 

Time
2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST

2-3pm EST



Modeling Success



Visit our 
Landing Page 
for more info!
Webpage that hosts 
resources, monthly 
session replays, and 
program details.

https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx


Resource Roundup
Step by step guide to 
put together HPV 
vaccination quality 
improvement project

https://www.mysocietysource.org/Resource/Rural%20HPV%20https:/www.mysocietysource.org/Resource/Rural%20HPV%20Vaccination%20Resource%20Roundup.pdfVaccination%20Resource%20Roundup.pdf


Impact of 2024 Rural Learning Community

Organization types:
• Social services/government
• County public health
• Hospital system
• Non-profit 
• FQHC/community clinic



Participant Intentions: 

46% of participants had established their baseline HPV vaccination rates

100% of respondents planned  to implement HPV vaccinations interventions in the 
next 6 months 

70% of respondents created or planned to create an HPV vaccination QI team and 
AIM statement.

42% of respondents said they currently had or were planning to organize a process 
map and gap analysis around HPV vaccinations in their clinics/organizations.

61.5% of participants strongly agreed the information provided in the age 9 session  
would be incorporated into their day-to-day work. 

* These percentages are based off the participants who attended the session and responded to that poll; not total unique participants.  



Favorite Tools/Resources



2025 Educational Programs
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2025 Rural HPV Vaccination Learning Community

Sessions will occur the 2nd Wednesday of every month (March-Dec. 
2025)
Time: 2-3pm EST
Location: Zoom meeting

Check out our website for more information on registration!

If you have any questions about the learning community, please reach out to Ashley.Lach@cancer.org  

The American Cancer Society (ACS) and the ACS National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable (HPVRT) are inviting rural healthcare partners to join a 
collaborative learning community aimed at connecting partners and 
improving on-time HPV vaccination rates among adolescents aged 9–13.

Our 2025 learning community will offer virtual sessions and peer-based 
learning to enhance vaccine rates through quality improvement (QI) 
methodologies and evidence-based practices. Building on the success of 
2024, this no-cost, hands-on forum will explore new areas of HPV 
vaccination, including addressing vaccine hesitancy, closing gender gaps, 
utilizing trusted messengers, and improving vaccine reimbursement.

https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
mailto:Ashley.Lach@cancer.org


On-Demand Pharmacy Education Series 

Scan the QR code or click this link to 
access the opportunity! 

The American Cancer Society invites pharmacy professionals to 
join a dynamic, two-part on-demand CE series. Get the latest 
insights on HPV vaccination, discover effective strategies to raise 
awareness, and gain practical tools to implement evidence-
based interventions that can boost vaccination rates in 
pharmacies. 

As trusted healthcare providers who are not only highly accessible 
but also authorized to administer vaccines, pharmacists are 
essential in the fight to increase HPV vaccination rates and reduce 
HPV-related cancers.

Don’t miss this opportunity to be a vital part of the solution!

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGOsk7NEDM/OIa5cvKOm2XB5LXQ_o44eg/view?utm_content=DAGOsk7NEDM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h868a14eeee


On-Demand HPV Dental Education 

Register here

Oral health providers play a critical role in combatting 
growing rates of human papillomavirus (HPV)–positive 
oropharyngeal cancers. The American Cancer Society, ACS 
National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, Crossroads Utah AHEC, 
and the National Network for Oral Health Access are 
partnering to provide on-demand HPV education to oral 
health professionals to increase knowledge and uptake of HPV 
vaccination to prevent against HPV-related oropharyngeal 
cancers.
4 hours of Free ADA-CERP

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=QamBA5gXtkyG3u0HyDpwQvAI5grQnpdBtjBjH7Pc3rxUMVpJSkk3VjQzMU83SFRWQklVMFZNQ1RYOS4u&route=shorturl


We want to hear from you!
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Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Share barriers/challenges to 
recommending/administering the HPV 
vaccine in rural communities. 

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Which HPV vaccine topics should 
be prioritized for rural 
communities?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Do you have an HPV vaccine related success story you 
would like to share with us? If yes, please add your 
name and email address so we can connect with you!

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Call to Action 

Join

Join

Share

Educate

Promote

Rural HPV Vaccination Learning Community 

ACS & HPV Vaccination Roundtable Programs & Resources 

Opportunity to become a didactic presenter

Best practices working in rural community 



Thank you!

Contact Info:
Ashley Lach
Program Manager, HPV Disparities
Ashley.Lach@cancer.org
American Cancer Society

Christina Turpin
Director, National HPV Vaccination Roundtable
Christina.Turpin@cancer.org
American Cancer Society

mailto:Ashley.Lach@cancer.org
mailto:Ashley.Lach@cancer.org


Discussion



Next Steps 
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Tell us what you are working on related to rural HPV 
cancer prevention

We would love to showcase your work with rural communities to increase HPV 

vaccination and prevent HPV cancers if you are interested in:

• Presenting as part of an upcoming quarterly updates meeting

• Sharing information in the quarterly communication (sent one week prior to each 

quarterly meeting), and/or;

• Contributing to our monthly Wide Open Spaces article series

We are all learning from each other to improve protection among people living in 

rural communities. Contact us at preventHPV@stjude.org. 

stjude.org/hpvrural

mailto:preventHPV@stjude.org


2025 Meetings 

stjude.org/hpvrural

• May 14

• August 20

• November 20 (National Rural 

Health Day 2025)

All meetings from 12-1 pm CT



Direction of Future Meetings 

• Revisit rural priorities through engaging facilitated conversations with 

subject matter experts. 

• Participate in discussions that lead to knowledge and resource sharing 

that improves HPV vaccination with rural communities. 

• Contribute to updated rural priorities and plans for 2025 and beyond. 

stjude.org/hpvrural



St. Jude HPV Awareness Day Seminar Series, March 3-7

Register at 

stjude.org/HAD2025



Harvesting Best Practices to Prevent Rural HPV 
Cancers, March 7, 2025 

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Register at 

stjude.org/HAD2025

Rural life is a choice made by 1 in 5 people, 

but they do not choose to be at higher risk of 

cancers, including HPV cancers. HPV 

vaccination is cancer prevention. This virtual 

seminar will explore progress to prevent HPV 

cancers with rural communities in the U.S. 



Addressing HPV Vaccination Inequities and HPV Cancer 
Disparities Experienced by African American and Black 
Communities

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Our next virtual seminar in the Empowering 

and Strengthening Community, Culture, 

and Connection to Prevent HPV Cancers 

Seminar Series is on February 20 from 

noon to 1:15 p.m. Central Time. 

“Addressing HPV Vaccination Inequities 

and HPV Cancer Disparities Experienced 

by African American and Black 

Communities” will discuss disparities in 

HPV knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs 

among African American and Black 

communities in the U.S.



Thank you!

Learn more at stjude.org/HPVrural
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