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Celebrating National Rural Health Day
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AGENDA
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Progress on Priority Action Steps to Increase HPV Vaccination 
Coverage with Rural Communities

Discussion

Next meetings

#WeThePeopleVax – Working Together to Reframe Medical Freedom
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Place holder for Dr. Kepka 



Progress on Priority 
Action Steps to Increase 
HPV Vaccination Coverage 
with Rural Communities



Rural HPV Vaccination Priorities

Promote starting 
HPV vaccination at 
age 9 in rural 
communities.

Compile and share 
existing resources 
for addressing HPV 
vaccination with 
rural communities.

Develop or adapt 
health care provider 
and health care 
professional HPV 
vaccination training 
resources for those 
serving rural 
communities.

Explore policy 
influences on HPV 
vaccination in rural 
areas.

Develop, test, and 
disseminate easy-
to-use messages 
for rural audiences.

Review and update 
existing resources 
and data on HPV 
vaccination and 
HPV cancers in 
rural communities.

DataAdvocacy and Policy Communication
Training

Providers
Existing

Resources

Informed by the St. Jude Rural HPV Vaccination Think Tank  •  Learn more at stjude.org/hpvrural

Start at Age 9



Free self-paced, comprehensive communication training 
initiative designed to help healthcare providers address 
common concerns and objections to recommended 
adolescent vaccines. 

Enroll for free using the link in the chat. 

To request group registration for a healthcare practice or 
other group, please contact Unity 
at unity@unity4teenvax.org

Rural Priority Action Steps: Starting at Age 9 & Training Providers
Navigating Vaccine Hesitancy: Providing Confident, Concise and 

Consistent Vaccine Recommendations for Adolescents

stjude.org/hpvrural

mailto:unity@unity4teenvax.org


Rural Priority Action Steps: Starting at Age 9 & Training Providers

St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program now 
offers health care provider and professional 
training programs on the announcement 
approach. 

Email us at PreventHPV@stjude.org to request 
more information and schedule a training 
program in-person or virtually.

Announcement Approach Training
To help protect your privacy, PowerPoint has blocked automatic download of this picture.

stjude.org/hpvrural

https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=3TxtmrUFUqPUT55qA3P3VOFs2qEmvNT2keYwZKHIJFCb6pKs_Qy6VONu3H3UiARfx1OwYHoWInig954KyNtFV.h
mailto:PreventHPV@stjude.org


Rural Priority Action Steps: Existing Resources & Training Providers

Free module to empower 
healthcare staff with the skills to 
engage in immunization 
conversations with patients and 
families and to promote a 
culture of infection prevention 
and control. 

Developed by bodyswaps in In 
collaboration with American 
Academy of Pediatrics.

stjude.org/hpvrural

Increasing Immunization Confidence Training 






American Cancer Society Rural HPV Vaccination Learning Community

Next Meeting: December 
4, 2024, 2-3 pm ET - 
Celebrate & Sustain 
Success

Use the QR code or link in 
the chat to register.

Rural Priority Action Steps: Existing Resources & Training Providers

stjude.org/hpvrural



National Rural Health Day 

Access the full communication by using the QR 
code or the link in the chat.

Rural Priority Action Steps: Communication

Download these 
assets and 
share through 
your social 
media channels 
to celebrate the 
power of rural! 

stjude.org/hpvrural



Rural Priority Action Steps: Data

The Burden of HPV-associated Cancer in Rural America Beyond 2020

Semprini J. The burden of HPV-associated cancer in rural America beyond 2020 . Rural and Remote Health 2024; 24: 9281. https://doi.org/10.22605/RRH9281

stjude.org/hpvrural



Access St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program Rural HPV Vaccination 
Resources



Working Together to Reframe 
“MEDICAL FREEDOM” 

Sara Dillard, Communications Director, 
Indiana Immunization Coalition

https://wethepeoplevax.org/
#WeThePeopleVax



Working together to reframe

“MEDICAL FREEDOM”



#WETHEPEOPLEVAX
A group of immunization 
coalitions and health 
organizations across the nation 
joined together to raise 
awareness that vaccinating 
ourselves and our families is 
patriotic.



WHAT IS PATRIOTIC 
ABOUT VACCINATIONS? 

America’s founding is in part due to 
the success of immunizations. 

George Washington ensured his troops were 
healthy enough to fight the British by having 
each soldier in the Continental Army inoculated 
against smallpox. 



WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

We all deserve freedom and liberty — freedom 
from getting sick and the liberty 
to work and live in healthy environments free 
from vaccine-preventable diseases. 





OUR PLAN OF ATTACK

We produce easy-to-use social 
media campaigns designed to be 
shared around certain times of 
the year with one coordinated 
message. #WeThePeopleVax



PRESIDENTS DAY CAMPAIGN

John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and George Washington all supported 
immunizations. Benedict Arnold did not. 

#DontBeLikeBen #WeThePeopleVax #HappyPresidentsDay 








JOIN THE MOVEMENT



www.wethepeoplevax.org

SHAMELESS 
PLUG



Hold for Dr. 
Kepka



Discussion 



2025 Meetings 

stjude.org/hpvrural

• February 19 
• May 14
• August 20
• November 20 (National Rural 

Health Day 2025)

All meetings from 12-1 pm CT



Celebrating National Rural Health Day

stjude.org/hpvrural



Thank you!

Learn more at stjude.org/HPVrural
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