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By coming together as the Southeastern region as the HPV Vaccination 

Roundtable of the Southeast since 2022, we can discuss and act on:

• Conditions surrounding HPV vaccination and HPV cancer prevention;

• HPV vaccination success stories – and how these may be leveraged 

and replicated in other areas of the Southeast;

• Challenges facing HPV vaccination – and how we may support each 

other to overcome such barriers; and

• Opportunities to improve HPV vaccination coverage in each state and 

across the region.

Why the Southeast?

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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1. Alabama

2. Arkansas

3. District of Columbia

4. Florida

5. Georgia

6. Kentucky

7. Louisiana

8. Mississippi

9. North Carolina

10.South Carolina 

11.Tennessee

12.Virginia

13.West Virginia 

14.Puerto Rico

Southeast Roundtable

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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Cooking Up Success: In-person Meeting, January 22-23, 2024

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers



MARCH 4 IS

INTERNATIONAL HPV 
AWARENESS DAYFinal Priority Actions for the Southeast

1. Develop and implement a communication campaign 
and messages for the Southeastern region

2. Develop and disseminate a plan for HPV cancer elimination in the 
Southeast, beginning with cervical cancer as a public health 
problem

3. Accelerate efforts to start HPV vaccination at age 9

If you are interested in joining the primary champions and 
implementation teams for one of these action plans, please email 
preventhpv@stjude.org. 

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers

mailto:preventhpv@stjude.org


MARCH 4 IS

INTERNATIONAL HPV 
AWARENESS DAYSoutheast Roundtable Resources

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers

•Virtual Seminars

•State Update Meetings

•Training Experiences

•State HPV Data Profiles

Use the QR code to access the following resources:​
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Gabby Darville-Sanders, PhD, MPH, CHES, Strategic 

Director, ACS National HPV Vaccination Roundtable

Moderator

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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Noel Brewer, PhD
Department of Health Behavior, 

Gillings School of Global 

Public Health, University of North 
Carolina

Nikki Hayes, MPH
Chief of the Comprehensive Cancer 

Control Branch, CDC’s Division 

of Cancer Prevention and Control, 
National Center for Chronic 

Disease Prevention and Health Promotion

Jennifer Young Pierce, MD, 

MPH, FACOG 
Senior Staff Physician and Professor 

of Gynecologic Oncology, 
Mitchell Cancer Institute, University of 

South Alabama

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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Noel Brewer, PhD, Department of Health Behavior, Gillings 

School of Global  Public Health, University of North Carolina

Types of Interventions and 

Which Are Likely To Boost 

HPV Vaccine Uptake

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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Nikki Hayes, MPH, Chief of the Comprehensive Cancer Control Branch, 

CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, National Center for Chronic 

Disease Prevention and Health Promotion

Leveraging Innovative and 

Effective Partnerships to 

Increase HPV Vaccination 

Rates in the Southeast

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers



Leveraging Innovative and Effective 
Partnerships in Comprehensive Cancer 
Control to Increase HPV Vaccination 
Rates in Southeastern States

Nikki Hayes, MPH

Chief, Comprehensive Cancer Control Branch

Division of Cancer Prevention and Control
Aligning Efforts, Amplifying Impact: Boosting 
HPV Vaccination Rates in the Southeast 

Webinar

February 28, 2024
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Each year ~46,711 
new cases of cancers 
are found in areas of 
the body where HPV 
is often found…

• …HPV causes about 37,000 of these cancers.

• In 2020, 25,689 new HPV-associated cancers were found in women and 
21,022 new cases were found in men.

• Cervical cancer is the most common HPV-associated cancer among women.

• Oropharyngeal cancers are the most common among men.



A closer look at the 
data…

USCS Data Visualizations - CDC

https://gis.cdc.gov/Cancer/USCS/
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National Comprehensive Cancer Control 
Program: Collaborating to Conquer Cancer

Supports cancer coalitions in all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, 8 U.S. territories and Pacific 
Island Jurisdictions, and 7 tribes or tribal 
organizations to create and implement cancer 
plans that focus on:

• Risk Reduction

• Early Detection

• Better Treatment

• Improved Quality of Life for Survivors

• Advancing Equity in Cancer Health Outcomes



NCCCP 
Recipients 
and 
Coalitions 
Can…

• Gather and share burden data to increase 
awareness among decision-makers, 
partners, and the public about the people 
and places who are most impacted by 
HPV-related cancers

• Plan and promote opportunities to prevent  
and control them.
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NCCCP Coalitions 
today…

• Comprised of dedicated 
volunteers.

• If you’ve not already done so, 
consider joining your state 
coalition. Local contacts are 
available at Contact a Local 
Program - NCCCP | DCPC | CDC

https://nccd.cdc.gov/dcpc_Programs/index.aspx
https://nccd.cdc.gov/dcpc_Programs/index.aspx
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Strategic External 
Partnerships are 
critical.
• Local health care facilities such as community health 

centers, hospitals, and Indian Health Service.

• Non-traditional agencies and organizations such as 
Bureau of Prisons, Departments of Transportation 
and Departments of Education.

• Federal, State and local government agencies, 
American Indian/Alaska Native tribal governments 
and/or tribally designated organizations.

• Primary care associations, coalitions, employers, 
not-for-profit organizations (e.g., the American 
Cancer Society), the National Association of 
Community Health Centers, Health Center 
Controlled Networks, community-based 
organizations, for-profit organizations, non-
governmental organizations, and community 
advocates.



HPV Related objectives in 
cancer plans…

• Nearly 80% of the state and jurisdictional plans 
include HPV vaccination as a cancer prevention 
strategy.

• Many have goals specific to increasing HPV 
vaccination rates.

• Several include strategies such has the use of provider 
education and client reminders.

Comprehensive Cancer Control (CCC) Plans Search - Search (cdc.gov)

https://nccd.cdc.gov/CCCSearch/Default/Default.aspx
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Work with partners to:
1. Assess the community prevalence of HPV-related 

cancers and HPV vaccination rates.

2. Collaborate with immunization coalitions to provide 
unified messages about the importance of HPV 
vaccination to prevent HPV-related cancers.

3. Inform plans to develop or enhance activities to 
increase awareness among community partners to 
include providers, parents, educators, decision-makers, 
etc. 

4. Promote and support evidence-based interventions to 
increase vaccination rates.

5. Provide forums for community planning and conduct 
and sponsor education of community leaders.
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HPV-Vaccination-
related Strategies 
in NCCCP 
Program YR01 
Workplans
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NCCCP
Program 
Examples
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Iowa Department 
of Health: Making 
Effective HPV 
Vaccinations 
Recommendations 

• Worked with 11 clinics and 46 providers in areas across the state with low 
vaccination rates

• Partners included ACS and the University of Iowa Cancer Prevention and 
Control Network. Offered 1-hour trainings on the “announcement approach”.

• Providers reported increased confidence in addressing parents’ concerns as 
well as their intentions to routinely recommend vaccination.



Pennsylvania Cancer 
Coalition

• Partners with the Pennsylvania Oral Health Coalition, Temple University and others to make  HPV-
vaccination-related trainings available to dental providers.

• Example course:  "Increasing Parental Acceptance of HPV Vaccination“: this course was developed by 
Temple University Harrisburg with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and help 
from the Pennsylvania Cancer Coalition. It helps identify the role of dental providers in HPV prevention 
and HPV Vaccination promotion. 

• Coalition also works with university partners to promote its HPV Dental Toolkit which includes 
posters, reminder cards, brochures, etc.



Connecticut Cancer 
Partnership
Strategies include:

• Work with CT Immunization Coalition 

• Support provider trainings on using the 
“announcement approach”

• Increase awareness among parents

• Collaborate with schools and 
universities
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National Support for State-
Level Efforts to Increase HPV 
Vaccination Rates



Communities of Practice 
working together to 
prevent HPV-related 
Cancers

• CDC’s consortium of national networks to prevent tobacco-related 
cancer health disparities provides training resources to cancer coalitions. 

• FL, GA, IN, MI, NJ, OH, TN were participants in one recent cohort. 

• Support for creating action plans for working with community partners 
to increase vaccination rates. 
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CDC’s National Breast & Cervical Cancer Early 
Detection Program 

• Provide screening and diagnostic services 
through local providers

• Serves low-income, uninsured or under-
insured women

• Special emphasis geographically or culturally 
isolated and racial/ethnic minorities 

• Expand use of evidence-based strategies in 
clinics and working with community 
organizations to reach women

Authorized 30 year ago through Breast and Cervical Cancer Mortality Prevention Act
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National Program of 
Cancer Registries
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CCC National Partnership



Go to the official federal source of cancer prevention information: 

www.cdc.gov/cancer

Division of Cancer Prevention and Control

Reliable. Trusted. Scientific.

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you!
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Gynecologic Oncology, Mitchell Cancer Institute, University of South Alabama

Leveling Up 

Communication 

Strategies For Success



Leveling up: 

Communication 

strategies for success

Jennifer Young Pierce, MD, MPH

Professor of Gynecologic Oncology

Divison Director, Cancer Control and Prevention

University of South Alabama Mitchell Cancer Institute, 
Mobile, AL

    February 29, 2024    



Financial Disclosures
 I have no financial disclosures.



Dedication to Henrietta Lacks
…and all of the women who have died of this disease



Worldwide cervical cancer elimination

 In May 2018, the WHO Director-General announced a global call for action 

to eliminate cervical cancer

 First time ever the world has committed to eliminate a cancer!

 In August 2020 the World Health Assembly adopted the Global Strategy for 

cervical cancer elimination.

 Vaccinate 90% of girls with HPV vaccine by age 15

 Screen 70% of women with high performance test by age 35 and 45

 Treat 90% of women with pre-cancer and 90% with invasive cancer

 Reach an maintain an incidence rate of below 4 per 100,000 women

 Lowers cervical cancer incidence by 97% by 2120

 62 million deaths averted

https://www.who.int/initiatives/cervical-cancer-elimination-initiative
https://www.who.int/initiatives/cervical-cancer-elimination-initiative




Alabama became the first state to announce a strategic action plan 

for the elimination of cervical cancer 2022-2023

But before that….
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Local

 Posters in 200 local businesses in area

 Coffee shops, hair salons, restaurants, boutiques, stores

 Partners statewide took posters to local businesses

 ADPH – Montgomery

 UAB/ACS – Birmingham

 HRW – Black belt area

 Businesses encouraged to interact with campaign

 Provided teal ribbons for employees to wear

 Encouraged to decorate in teal and white

 Encouraged to dress in teal and white on GO Teal and White Day

 Revisited businesses and shared pictures on social media

 Repeated yearly with increasing return on investment of $350



GO Teal and White: Raising 

awareness

 Over 2 million impressions across Alabama 

last 5 years

 Average 600-800k per year

 Largest impact is AL.com – earned media and 

op eds

 Events hosted by businesses make great social 

media content and are FREE! 

 Teal and White Day – we light up Mobile and 

Montgomery!



Social media
 January 2024

 Tuesday, Jan. 2

 Sample Facebook

 It’s January, which means it’s Cervical Cancer Awareness Month. The good news is that cervical cancer can be prevented with H PV vaccination, and 
regular screenings with the pap test and HPV test. Help us spread the word by sharing our posts from the GO Teal and White campaign. #gotealandwhite

 Monday, Jan. 8

 Sample Facebook

 Friday, Jan. 19, is GO Teal and White Day in recognition of Cervical Cancer Awareness Month. Join us in wearing teal and white, sharing your photos and 
encouraging your friends, family and coworkers to get screened for cervical cancer.

 Sample X

 Show support for #gotealandwhite by wearing teal and white on Jan. 19 in recognition of GO Teal and White Day.

 Sample Instagram

 Friday, Jan. 19, is GO Teal and White Day, when we raise awareness about the importance of preventing cervical cancer. Break out your teal and white 
threads and share your pics. #gotealandwhite



 Anytime in January

 We invite you to join the GO Teal and White campaign by posting this art on social media. Help us raise awareness about cervi cal cancer and the need 
for prevention. #gotealandwhite



 Wednesday, Jan. 10

 Eight out of 10 adults will get HPV in their lifetime. The HPV vaccine prevents six different cancers in men and women, including cervical cancer. It’s 
recommended for boys and girls ages 9 to 12 with catchup through age 26. Adults up to age 45 can even get the vaccine as recommended by their 
doctor. #gotealandwhite



HPV Prevalence among 18-59 yo in the US 2014

1 in 4 men infected with 

cancer-causing HPV

1 in 5 women infected 

with cancer-causing HPV

McQuillan et al. NCHS Data Brief. No 280. April 2017



HPV-associated Cervical cancer mortality rates 

by state, females, US 2016-2020

Alabama ranks 

4th in mortality 

for cervical 

cancer in the 
US



Girls & Boys can start HPV vaccination at age 9

Preteens should finish the HPV vaccine 

series before their 13th birthday

Plus girls 13-45 years old who 
haven’t started or finished 

HPV vaccine series

Plus boys 13-45 years old who 
haven’t started or finished HPV 

vaccine series

HPV Vaccination is Recommended 

at Age 11 or 12 Years

Meites et al. MMWR. 2016.



Oliver et al. JID 2017

Vaccine-specific HPV type Prevalence, NHANES
Later vaccine era compared to pre-vaccine era



Reduction in HPV 

related disease globally 

post-vaccination

 Girls age 15-19 with largest reduction 

in HPV related disease

 More catch-up vaccination results in 

greater disease reduction

Drolet et al. Lancet 2019; 394: 497–509



Cervivors sharing their stories

 The Witness Project – the origins of this approach

 Cervivor Schools

 Hosted Survivor course 2019 Mobile, AL

 Alabama Hope Project

 Survivors being trained in all major cancers in our region

 Teamed with a lay health educator and/or community health advocate

 Connect participants specifically to services

 At health fairs with mobile mammography 

Working with AL Breast and Cervical cancer

Obtaining free screenings for those who qualify

Making sure these patients are connected to systems for 

diagnostic and treatment services FOR FREE



Earned media
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Vax2StopCancer
 In partnership with AAP and state programs

 Train the Trainor session

 Trained high performing pediatricians

 In office trainings of low performing practices

 Contacted low performing practices

 Set up in office trainings

 Evidence based strategies for QI

 Virtual provider to provider training

 Used provider report cards

 330 providers trained

 80 practices

 27 counties

 On average 11-15% improvement 

 over 12 months



Cervical cancer is the tip of the iceberg

https://www.cdc.gov/hpv/hcp/protecting-patients.html



Cervical 

cancer and 

preinvasive 

disease 
247,000

All HPV 

related 

cancers

46,711

HPV cancers outnumber ALL other cases of 

childhood vaccine preventable illnesses COMBINED.



HPV Vaccination is Safe

• HPV vaccine safety studies have been very 

reassuring

• 106 studies on 2.5 million people in 6 countries

• As safe as every other vaccine

• To date, we have not observed any signal that 

shows that HPV vaccination causes…

• 350 million doses given around the world over 

15 years (2021)

• Clinicians can reassure parents who may have 

concerns, that HPV vaccination is safe.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/vaccines/hpv/hpv-safety-faqs.html



Population based study documented 0 HPV cancers

End-point

HPV-vaccinated women

(33 792 person years)

Non-HPV-vaccinated 

women

(174 340 person years)

n Rate (95% CI) n Rate (95% CI)

Cervical 

cancer

HPV16 0 – 9 5.2 (2.7 to 

9.9)

HPV18 0 – 2 1.1 (0.3 to 

4.6)

HPV16/18 0 – 11 6.3 (3.5 to 

11.4)

HPV33 0 – 2 1.1 (0.3 to 

4.6)

HPV45 0 – 1 0.6 (0.1 to 

4.1)

HPV52† 0 – 1† 0.6 (0.1 to 

4.1)

Any HPV 0 – 14 8.0 (4.8 to 

13.6)

Vaginal cancer
Lehtinen et al. BMJ Open. 2021 Dec 30;11(12):e050669.



Cervical cancer prevention better for younger 

age of vaccination

Lei et al. N Engl J Med. 2020 Oct 1;383(14):1340-1348. doi: 10.1056/NEJMoa1917338.



Give an Effective Recommendation 

to Receive HPV Vaccine

 An effective recommendation from you is the main reason parents 

decide to vaccinate

 Many moms in focus groups stated that they trust their/their child’s 

doctor and would get the vaccine for their child as long as they received a 

recommendation from the doctor

 Moms also reported information from their own physician would have 

helped them to decide

Smith et al. Vaccine. 2016. Unpublished CDC data, 2013.



National HPV Roundtable Action 

Guides
http://hpvroundtable.org/action-guides/
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HPV vaccine work in Alabama
 Alabama Adolescent Immunization Task Force

 Provider education

 Webinar/video conf/AFIX visits to all AAP AAFP

 In person talk to AHEC providers in the state

 Dental provider education

 Peer to Peer intervention for low performing providers

 ADPH Public awareness

 Billboards

 Social media

 GO Teal and White Campaign

 Mobile units and school sites for vaccination

 Policy change

 Insurance coverage for older adults

 HEDIS measures for adolescent vaccination

 Requiring immunization registry input by VFC providers

 Making pharmacists VFC providers





Statewide summit of primary care 

providers 2022
 Hosted by ADPH, UAB, TogetHER, Rotary Club of Birmingham, and ACS

 65 PCPs representing 43 counties largely rural practices

 Working meeting to discuss barriers to screening, facilitators, and solutions

Barriers Facilitators Solutions

• Lack of trust in 

vaccines

• Lack of trust in 

government
• Lack of trust in 

health care 

professionals

• Lack of 

information/misinfor
mation

• Lack of urgency

• Stigma

• Fear of side effects

• No cost

• School systems

• Churches

• Engaged dentists
• Engaged public 

officials

• School-based 

education

• Increased awareness

• HPV vaccine in 
pharmacies

• Vaccination at 

colleges

• Sharing survivor 

stories
• Partnership with 

churches, dentists, 

public officials

• Provider education



Alabama became the first state to announce a strategic action plan 

for the elimination of cervical cancer 2023-2033

• Strategic plan 
developed

• Press 
release/press 

conference

• Recruitment of 
statewide 

partners
• Putting plan into 

action



Putting the pieces together for elimination

1. Get girls and boys (men and women) vaccinated

1. As early as possible

2. Follow-up for 2nd (or 3rd) shot if indicated

3. After treatment for pre-invasive disease

2. Get every woman screened 

1. With an HPV test

2. Use self-sampling as needed to reach more women

3. Follow-up for abnormal results

1. Use HPV typing to triage

2. Make sure f/u and treatment are FREE for all women, efficient, and effective



Operation Wipeout:

Putting the plan into action

 Regional meetings

 ADPH Director of Cancer Control

 Gyn oncologist

 Outreach

 Breast and Cervical regional coordinators

 All Ob/gyn and internal medicine providers

 Reviewing current breast and cervical data as well as 

prevention and screening strategies

 Highlighting state Breast and Cervical programs

 Including HPV vaccination and opportunities for improvement

 On average 10-12 attendees (3-30)

 Data still forthcoming on outcomes
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Alabama has increased HPV vaccine 

uptake by 25% and UTD by 24% since 

2016

Second highest percent increase in the southeast region

• For the first time AL above national average for uptake at 

77% according to NIS-teen

• State ImmPRINT data still puts us at or below 50% 

depending on the county

• Still a long way to go!



Conclusions
 Use all levels of communication 

 Small/print media

 Social media

 News/earned media

 Provider/direct parent education

 Engage partners at all levels 

 Local, regional, state

 Payers and health systems

 Government, NGO, foundation and private

 Including national/international partners to level-up 
impact

 Connect survivors sharing their stories to parents, 
providers, and media



Questions?

jypierce@health.southalabama.edu

@JYoungPierce

www.cancering.com
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Q&A

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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Closing Remarks
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International HPV Awareness Day 2024 
Virtual Seminar Series

• Feb 28: Aligning Efforts, Amplifying Impact: Boosting HPV 
Vaccination Rates in the Southeast

• Feb 29: Rural Reach: Accelerating HPV Vaccination Coverage

• Mar 1: The A-B-Cs of HPV Vaccination in School-Based 
Settings: Easy as 1-2-3 

• Mar 4: Promoting the Power of Elimination through HPV 
Vaccination

• Mar 5: Navigating HPV Vaccination Challenges in Childhood 
Cancer Survivors 

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers

stjude.org/IHAD2024
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We hope you enjoyed this webinar, and we would like to ask for your 

feedback. 

Please take a few minutes to complete a brief evaluation that you will receive 

via email or using the QR code below.

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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International Papillomavirus Society (IPVS): 
International HPV Awareness Day Campaign 2024

• HPV Cancer Stories

• Social media graphics #onelessworry

• HPV Facts

• Information about HPV vaccination & cervical 

cancer screening

Use the QR code to access the campaign or visit askaboutHPV.org.
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THANK YOU

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable #EndHPVcancers
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